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New Haven, CT, Yale University, Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Beinecke MS 401 


Description: ff. i + 26 + i - ca. 1850. Olive paper case with "Middle Hill boards," bound by George Bretherton of Gloucester 
who worked for Sir Thomas Phillipps, 1848-51. - Collection of Sir Thomas Phillipps. Acquired from H. P. Kraus in 1970 as 
the gift of Edwin J. Beinecke. - Shailor, B. Catalogue of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the Beinecke Rare Book 
and Manuscript Library, MS 401. 


Notes: -Manuscript on parchment of portions of Saint Aldhelm, De laude virginitatis, copied probably in Canterbury or 
Worcester. With glosses in Anglo-Saxon added between 950 and 1000, which may be of Kentish origin. 


Number of Parts: 1 - Number of Images Available: 32 

Direct Link: http://ds.lib.berkeley.edu/BeineckeMS401 47 

Language: Latin; Anglo-Saxon Country: England Century: 9th 

View a detailed description: http://brbl-net.library.yale.edu/pre1600ms/docs/pre1600.ms401.htm 
View in the Beinecke's Digital Library: http://brbl-dl.library.yale.edu/vufind/Record/3527253 


Part 1: 

Description: - parchment - 198 x 145 (138 x 110) mm. 

Country: England Cardinal point: 

Region: England City: 

Assigned Date: [between 800 and 815] Searchable Date Range: 0800 - 0815 
Dated by scribe: No Inscribed Date: 

Document: No Number of Scribes: 


Script: Written by two scribes, Scribe 1, ff. 1r-9v: a vigorous and well spaced Anglo-Saxon minuscule; preference for 
minuscule d; strokes of letters often extend well into margin at end of line. Scribe 2, ff. 10r-26v: slightly cramped hand; 
preference for uncial d. Anglo-Saxon glosses added by several hands either in small upward-leaning Caroline minuscule 
or in a somewhat larger script that uses insular letter-forms. 

Notes: Decorative initials, 5- to 2-line, in black surrounded by red dots; smaller initials, 2- to 1-line, in red, often with 
traces of yellow. Letters, stroked with red, many now oxidized; occasional punctuation in red. Folios 8, 9, and 22 have 
been used as wrappers; mutilated with loss of text. Significant water damage on ff. 19r-20v, 26r; rewritten by later 
scribe. Binding: ca. 1850. Olive paper case with "Middle Hill boards," bound by George Bretherton of Gloucester who 
worked for Sir Thomas Phillipps, 1848-51. 


Number of Texts: 1 


Text 1: 
Author: Aldhelm Saint 640?-709. 
Title: De laude virginitatis. 


Subjects: Aldhelm, Saint, 640?-709.; Christian literature, Latin (Medieval and modern).; English literature--Old 
English, ca. 450-1100.; Manuscripts, Medieval--Connecticut--New Haven.; 


Language(s): Latin; Anglo-Saxon 
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